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What To Expect Today

Introduction survey to many of the 
Classics resources available

Research methods Michiganians of 
French descent in mind

A tool kit to use 6 months from 
now
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Brief History
helpful for genealogists

1604 – Base established in what is now
Nova Scotia, called Acadia, Port Royal

1608 – Champlain establishes Quebec City

1655 - England claimed Acadia beginning 
Of Franaphone Diaspora in New World

1663– New France becomes a Royal Province

1666 – First Census taken
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French Entanglements:
Coping with French while 

doing Genealogy

You do not have to be fluent in French

Rely on Cognates- words that look and sound
similar in both French and English which have
a similar meaning.

Marriage- mariage, archive-archive
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An alias name which means called
Often used instead of surname
Found on official documents
Dit=Masculin   Dite=Femini
dit Lajeunesse, , dit Breton 

dit Laframboise, dit Laliberté, 
dite Martin

Dit NamesDit Names
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Classic Resources

TanquayTanquay

JetteJette

DrouinDrouin

PRDHPRDH
Research Program in Historical DemographyResearch Program in Historical Demography
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Tanquay

1871 Edition covers 1608 – 1700
Subsequent Editions Continue to 1760

Genealogical Dictionary 
Alphabetical order. Multiple Generations

Supplemented by Complément au Dictionnarie
Généalogique” by J. Arthur Leboeuf

Genealogy F1051 .T16 1967
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Sample Entry

Entries begin with marriage data

Roman numerals indicate generation 
from France

Arabic numerals 1o and 2o indicate first 
second, and third marriage as needed

Bold print in marriage indicates first 
marriage and children of first marriage
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Dictionary of Cyprien Tanquay
http://www4.bnquebec.ca/numtextes/

accueil_tanguay.htm
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Sample Page
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J
JettJettéé, Rene, Reneéé. . Dictionnaire GDictionnaire Géénnééalogiquealogique

Genealogy Genealogy CS88.Q4 J47 1983CS88.Q4 J47 1983

Covers C. 1621Covers C. 1621--17301730
Uses more FrenchUses more French
Two types of entriesTwo types of entries

Families and IndividualsFamilies and Individuals
Includes illegitimate childrenIncludes illegitimate children
Occupations often listedOccupations often listed
alphabetical by surnamealphabetical by surname

Individuals first, then families byIndividuals first, then families by
husband’s surnamehusband’s surname
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J

JettJettéé

Detailed list of Parishes/sourcesDetailed list of Parishes/sources
and contributors in front of textand contributors in front of text

Dates listed as ddDates listed as dd--mmmm--yyyyyy
Most common abbreviationsMost common abbreviations

b=baptismb=baptism
m=marriagem=marriage
s=burials=burial
d=diedd=died
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,

Drouin ClassicDrouin Classic

Title, Dictionnaire National Des 
Canadiens Français

Author,Institut Généalogique Drouin
Dates, 1608-1760
Language, French, but do not worry
Contents, 2 volumes Marriages, 3rd, 

misc.
Method, Alphabetical
Genealogy F 1035 .F8 D5 1965
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DrouinDrouin

First column, first line – name of groom
Second line - parents of groom
Third line – parish of groom

Second column, first line – name of bride
Second line – parents of bride
Third line – parish of bride

Third column, first line – location of marriage
Second line – date of marriage
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Dossiers Généalogiques Drouin

Family notes, letters and documentsFamily notes, letters and documents
Alphabetical by last nameAlphabetical by last name
Concentration on early FrenchConcentration on early French

Canadians and French originsCanadians and French origins
Facsimiles of original itemsFacsimiles of original items
Genealogy CS 88 .Q8 P646 1998Genealogy CS 88 .Q8 P646 1998
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PRDH
Programme de Recherche en 

Demographic Historique
Covers old Quebec to 1765,

entire French Regime
Started with census, but then added 

other sources
Includes full names of all individuals 

known
Each section indexed separately
Covered in the Miller’s Manual
Online Fee based

Genealogy F 1051.8 R46 1980
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http://www.genealogie.umontreal.ca/en/accesLibreBD.htm



Library of Michigan
http://www.genealogie.umontreal.ca/en/accesLibreBD.htm

Sample search
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Resources for the Ninteenth 
and Early Twentieth Century

Drouin continuedDrouin continued

LoiselleLoiselle

DenissenDenissen

Individual Parish records and directoriesIndividual Parish records and directories
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Drouin cont. 

Covers 1760 Covers 1760 –– 1935, more 191935, more 19thth cent.cent.
Two sets, brides and groomsTwo sets, brides and grooms
Alphabetic name range on each ficheAlphabetic name range on each fiche
Surnames not exactly alphabeticalSurnames not exactly alphabetical
Grouped together by first namesGrouped together by first names

Film Film CS 88 .Q4 I57 1989CS 88 .Q4 I57 1989 (Grooms) 1991 (Brides)(Grooms) 1991 (Brides)
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Loiselle Index

Index cards to marriagesIndex cards to marriages

covers 1642 covers 1642 –– 1986, 520 Quebec 1986, 520 Quebec 

parishesparishes

Roughly alphabetical orderRoughly alphabetical order

Two sets of fiche, men and womenTwo sets of fiche, men and women

Bride, groom, parents, dates, Bride, groom, parents, dates, parishparish

Dates =yyyyDates =yyyy--dddd--MMMM
Genealogy Fiche Genealogy Fiche F1054.5.Q3 L64 1986F1054.5.Q3 L64 1986
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Denissen

Denissen, ChristianDenissen, Christian
Genealogy of the French families of the Detroit River region, Genealogy of the French families of the Detroit River region, 
17011701--1936.1936.

Secondary source but documented  Secondary source but documented  

Focus is on the Detroit area families Focus is on the Detroit area families 
including Windsor region and beyondincluding Windsor region and beyond

Perhaps the best first stop for MichigandersPerhaps the best first stop for Michiganders

Michigan Michigan F565 .D4z 1987F565 .D4z 1987
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Project GenWeb du Québec

http://www.rootsweb.com/~canqc/http://www.rootsweb.com/~canqc/
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Thank You for Attending Today’sThank You for Attending Today’s
Session At The Library Of MichiganSession At The Library Of Michigan

Edwina A. MorganEdwina A. Morgan
October 2006October 2006
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